
Newsletter of  the  

St. Padre Pio  

 Secular Franciscan  

Fraternity 

July 2022 

________________ 

 Monthly gatherings are on the 

1st Saturday of the month at  

St. Helen Catholic Church 

St. Rita Center  

Georgetown, Texas 

___________________ 

      8:30 am    Liturgy o the Hours     

       8:45 am   Breakfast 

       9:00 am   Opening Prayer 

                   Welcoming/Meditation        

       9:45 am    Ongoing Formation 

      10:30 am   Fellowship 

      11:00 am   Initial Formation 

      12:00 am   Business Meeting 

      12:45 am   Closing Prayer 

 (Next gathering August 6, 2022) 

 

Website:  stpadrepioofs.com 

The Good News 

Prayer for  Independence Day             

July 4th 

God, source of all freedom, 
this day is bright with the memory 

of those who declared that life and liberty 
are your gift to every human being. 

Help us to continue a good work begun long ago. 
Make our vision clear and our will strong: 

that only in human solidarity will we find liberty, 
and justice only in the honor that belongs 

to every life on earth. 
Turn our hearts toward the family of nations: 

to understand the ways of others, 
to offer friendship, 

and to find safety only in the common good of all. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 
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Franciscan Dates to Remember-St. Bonaventure July 15th 

 

Saint Bonaventure's Story 

Perhaps not a household name for most people, Saint Bonaventure, nevertheless, played an important role in 
both the medieval Church and the history of the Franciscan Order. A senior faculty member at the University 
of Paris, Saint Bonaventure certainly captured the hearts of his students through his academic skills and     
insights. But more importantly, he captured their hearts through his Franciscan love for Jesus and the 
Church. Like his model, Saint Francis, Jesus was the center of everything—his teaching, his administration, 
his      writing, and his life. So much so, that he was given the title “Seraphic Doctor.” 

Born in Bagnoregio in 1221, Saint Bonaventure was baptized John, but received the name Bonaventure when 
he became a Franciscan at the age of 22. Little is known about his childhood, but we do know that his parents 
were Giovanni di Fidanza and Maria Ritell. It seems that his father was a physician and a man of means. 
While Saint Francis died about five years after the saint’s birth, he is credited with healing Bonaventure as a 
boy of a serious illness. 

Saint Bonaventure’s teaching career came to a halt when the Friars elected him to serve as their General    
Minister. His 17 years of service were not easy as the Order was embroiled in conflicts over the interpretation 
of poverty. Some friars even ended up in heresy saying that Saint Francis and his community were inaugurat-
ing the era of the Holy Spirit which was to replace Jesus, the Church, and Scripture. But because he was a 
man of prayer and a good administrator, Saint Bonaventure managed to structure the Order through effective 
legislation. But more importantly, he offered the Friars an organized spirituality based on the vision and    
insights of Saint Francis. Always a Franciscan at heart and a mystical writer, Bonaventure managed to unite 
the pastoral, practical aspects of life with the doctrines of the Church. Thus, there is a noticeable warmth to 
his teachings and writings that make him very appealing. 

Shortly before he ended his service as General Minister, Pope Gregory X created him a Cardinal and           
appointed him bishop of Albano. But a little over a year later, while participating in the Second Council of 
Lyon, Saint Bonaventure died suddenly on July 15, 1274. There is a theory that he was poisoned. 

Saint Bonaventure left behind a structured and renewed Franciscan Order and a body of work all of which 
glorifies his major love—Jesus. 

Reflection 

Bonaventure so united holiness and theological knowledge that he rose to the heights of mysticism while   
remaining a very active preacher and teacher, one beloved by all who met him. To know him was to love 
him; to read him is still for us today to meet a true Franciscan and a gentleman. 

Source:  franciscanmedia.org                                                                                                                                              
Image: The Prayer of St. Bonaventura about the Selection of the New Pope | Francisco de Zurbarán  

 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Francisco_de_Zurbar%C3%A1n_-_The_Prayer_of_St._Bonaventura_about_the_Selection_of_the_New_Pope_-_Google_Art_Project.jpg


      Prayer Intentions:     We pray for... 

• Bonnie and her husband Wayne as the continue to heal as they cared by several physicians, and  we also pray for 
safe travels to Missouri. 

• the repose soul of Celeste’s uncle Bud, and  96 year old family friend Juanita who has colon cancer and has decided 
against surgery.  

• Eva’s friend Lana R. who is having surgery, due to a large mass on her kidney. We pray that it is not cancerous.  

• Rebecca’s niece Valarie.  She is 14 and was diagnosed with a rare form of ovarian cancer.  She is receiving chemo 
and will have surgery. We pray  that her treatment will be successful.   

• Bob Inzano and his family as they journey with his daughter who is under Hospice care. 

• our brother Carlos, he is experiencing ongoing medical problems. 

• Bob and Janice’s son Michael, we pray that he might find a job that will work with his autism. 

• Contee and her 25 year old nephew William who is in intensive care on a ventilator and currently unresponsive 
from unknown causes.  He lives in San Francisco with his family and was healthy with no signs of problems before 
the current issue.  

• Nita, as she receives ongoing medical care for her heart and liver. 

• Michael, who suffers from PTSD, and for his family. 

• Vance and Carolyn and their families and caregivers. 

• Rex and Syl, that they find peace and the beauty of the world.     

• our fraternity brothers and sisters recovering from surgery and those that are ill, Lord comfort them and bring them 
peace as they heal. 

• all of our family and friends that have asked the St. Padre Pio fraternity for prayer. 

Lord Jesus, I come before Thee, just as I am. 

I am sorry for my sins, 

I repent of my sins, please forgive me. 

In Thy Name, I forgive all others 

for what they have done against me. 

I renounce Satan, the evil spirits and all their works. 

I give Thee my entire self, Lord Jesus. 

I accept Thee as my Lord God and Savior. 

Heal me, change me, strengthen me in body, soul, and spirit. 

Come Lord Jesus, 

cover me with Thy Precious Blood, 

and fill me with Thy Holy Spirit, 

I love Thee Lord Jesus, I praise Thee Lord Jesus, I thank Thee Jesus, 

I shall follow Thee every day of my life. Amen  



        July Profession Anniversary 

        Judy Puetz 

What can I tell you about myself? 

After my relationship with God, my immediate family and my Franciscan family are the most important part of my life. 

Nothing else matters to me. I certainly have my apostolates, but over time God has led me from one to another. My 

heart remains with the most vulnerable, specifically with the unborn population in addition to those mother/fathers 

grieving a past abortion. The Project Rachel ministry, where I volunteered for many years before becoming more       

involved with the Secular Franciscans, continues to be near and dear to my heart. 

At this time, the Lord has led me to serve my brothers and sisters in the Secular Franciscan Order.  

It has been the source of tremendous growth for me as well as the source of immense joy. 

Personally, I enjoy reading, particularly classic literature. Some of my favorite  

authors include Thomas Hardy, Jane Austen, Sigrid Undset, and the Bronte      

Sisters. I also love to read the spiritual classics. I do not watch TV, but when I do,  

I love to watch good movies, especially Masterpiece Theater and the old classics. 

Honestly, I love to find the humor in situations! I try not to take myself too seriously, but when I do, the best response is 

to laugh at myself. I have a silly sense of humor, and this helps a great deal when I feel stressed or anxious. I find a great 

deal of pleasure being with my family in this phase of my life. Being with my husband as we take our trailer on trips 

throughout the US and being with my children and those they care about, to play board games and enjoy each other’s 

company, is where I feel the presence of God most. 

                                               Peace and All Good,  

                                               Judy Puetz 

News-Events-Celebrations 

Back by popular demand, Fr. Gilberto Cavasos-Gonzalez OFM returns to Cedarbrake to present a contemporary         

understanding of St. Bonaventure’s Triple Way.  For hundreds of years, Christian writers spoke of drawing closer to 

God through purgation, illumination, and union.  In this retreat, we will explore this triple movement of Christian     

discipleship and its implications for those seeking a deeper relationship with Jesus.  Fr. Gilberto is a spirituality          

professor a the Catholic Theological Union in Chicago. 

Location:  Cedarbrake Catholic Retreat Center                                                                                                                               

The cost is $270 for a private room and $230 for a shared room, all meals included.                                                                                              

Call Cedarbrake to register at 254-780-2436 or visit cedarbrake.org 



News-Events-Celebrations 

 
Zoom Book Club 

 The Cloud of Unknowing by Anonymous                            

All welcomed to join! 

Contact Cheryl Stovall:  cstovall@alumni.nd.edu   

 

“For I tell you this: one loving, blind desire for God alone is more valuable in itself, 

more pleasing to God and to the saints, more beneficial to your own growth, and 

more helpful to your friends, both living and dead, than anything else you could do.” 

― Anonymous, The Cloud of Unknowing  

        

 

Our JPIC Apostolate meets on the third Saturday of 

the month.  We meet in the HEB parking lot on 

Wells Branch Parkway and IH35 at 9:30 am.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

JPIC 

Would you consider joining our JPIC    

apostolate? You can help support the   

apostolate by bringing one item to our next 

gathering.  

Bottles of water, men’s socks, boxer               

underwear,  white t-shirts, and tennis shoes 

are always needed. 

You may also support through our Amazon 

Wishlist!  Thanks for your support! 

 

Contact Gina Livesay or Lynn Freeman       

for more information 

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/234352
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/1K579BXKX1VMJ?ref=cm_sw_em_r_un_un_0LJZL2i6ZyYLv
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/1K579BXKX1VMJ?ref=cm_sw_em_r_un_un_0LJZL2i6ZyYLv


News-Events-Celebrations 

The Revival Has Begun 

On the morning of June 18, the Saturday before the Solemnity of the Body and Blood of Christ 

(Corpus Christi), Bishop Joe S. Vasquez kicked off the Eucharistic Revival with a diocesan-wide 

Mass and Eucharistic Procession from San Jose Parish (Austin) to St. Edwards University. 



SECULAR FRANCISCAN ORDER                                                                                                     

LOS TRES COMPAÑEROS/THE THREE COMPANIONS REGION                                                              

Regional Chapter of Elections                                                                    

Oblate Renewal Center, San Antonio, Texas                                                                       

News-Events-Celebrations 

Congratulations                                                                          

to our new Regional Executive Council 

(pictured above) 

Donna Hollis, OFS, National Councilor & Election presider 

Josifina Guzman, OFS, Refino Portion Alternate Councilor 

Chris Kolb, OFS, Regional JPIC Coordinator 

Azalia Perez, OFS, Refino Portion Councilor 

Norma Patricia Carranza, OFS, Angelo Portion Alternate 
Councilor 

Mary Byers, OFS, Angelo Portion Councilor 

Bertha Gonzalez, OFS, Regional FY&YA Coordinator 

Carmine Esposito, OFS, Regional Treasurer 

Dolores Boswell, OFS, Regional Vice Minister 

Shirley Atwood, OFS, Regional Secretary 

Stephan Farlow, OFS, Regional Database administrator 

Janie Rios, OFS, Leo Portion Councilor 

Bob Evart, OFS, Regional Formation Director 

Elba DeLaune, OFS, Leo Portion Alternate Councilor 

Br. Tim Unser, OFM, Conv. Regional Spiritual Assistant 

(on screen) Paul Gonzalez, OFS, Regional Minister 
Franciscan Rite of Remembrance 


